Rules & Conditions of The 2016 Fund Rounders Poker Series
Fund Rounders, a California based 501(c)3 charity for charities (permitted to do business in the state of New York as foreign entity) proposes to conduct ten "Texas Hold 'Em" tournaments in select New York licensed premises, called The Fund Rounders Poker Series (FRPS). Texas Hold 'Em is a card game wherein each player receives two down-cards as their personal hand, after which there is a round of betting. Then, five community are placed, which will be shared by all of the players. In the flop, the first three community cards are revealed and followed by a round of betting. A fourth card —known as the turn — is then revealed, followed by another round of betting. Next, the fifth and final community card — the river — is revealed, followed by a final round of betting. Fund Rounders does not appear to dispute that this would be a game of chance, but realizes that poker is also a game of skill, due to the strategy and thought involved in outplaying one's opponents. By offering to invite and sponsor select players into the Fund Rounders Poker Series Championship in Atlantic City New Jersey, we expect that we will attract skillful amateur poker players, as well as beginner and casual poker players. The primary focus of this campaign is to host a series of unique, cost-effective, free, fun poker events that will generate public awareness and massive media attention for the network of charities involved in this year's campaign. 
Fund Rounders and the venue(s) have agreed, verbally, that the on-premises licensees will provide the space for Fund Rounders to host these tournaments at the licensed premises. Fund Rounders will supply equipment and dealers for all events. The licensee will only be responsible to purchase the necessary supplies, required to conduct the usual business practices of the establishment. 
As represented by Fund Rounders, contestants do not pay a fee to enter the game or tournament. Contestants are also not required to pay a fee to enter the licensed premises in order to participate in the game or tournament, nor are they required to purchase anything from the licensee or Fund Rounders in order to participate. The licensee will not increase its food and beverage prices during the game or tournament and the licensed premises will remain open to the public during the event.
Each contestant is provided, without charge, with the same number of chips as every other contestant. These chips are used by the contestants to place bets and wager during each game of the tournament. The game continues until all but one contestant has lost all of their chips. 
At the conclusion of the tournament, prizes are awarded to the three players who have accumulated the most chips. The last two participants to be eliminated (and the last player remaining) will be awarded points by Fund Rounders. Contestants cannot pay anything to gain any additional benefits, such as extra points or extra chips. Fund Rounders has also represented that each contestant will be supplied with written materials explaining the above-referenced conditions under which the game or tournament will be conducted, upon request. A copy of this document, setting forth these conditions, will also be available in each of the licensed premises.
Determination of the New York State Liquor Authority
(Declaratory Ruling 2011-02844)
As noted above, in determining whether a particular activity is gambling, the Authority looks to whether it is a contest of chance, whether the contestants are giving something of value to participate, and whether something of value being offered as a prize. With respect to Fund Rounders' events, there appears no question that it is a game of chance and that something of value is being provided to those who are successful.
However, based on the representations made in the material submitted by Free Poker Experience LLC (FPE) in 2011, the contestants are not required to pay an entry fee or purchase anything to participate. Wagers, or bets, during each game are made using chips provided, at no cost, to the contestants. Each contestant is provided with the same number of chips and cannot purchase additional chips. Since the licensees will not be allowed to raise the prices of food and beverages during the events, there will not be any indirect cost to the contestants. Therefore, based on this record, one of the elements of gambling is missing from Fund Rounders' events.
The Authority is not persuaded that the licensee is sharing in any award obtained by any contestant, that payment is not intended.

Therefore, the Authority concludes that this event, if conducted in accordance with the representations made in the materials submitted, would not constitute gambling within the meaning of the ABCL. Furthermore, for the guidance of licensees and the public, the Authority finds that a poker game or tournament, if conducted in compliance with the following conditions, shall not constitute gambling within the meaning of the ABCL. Licensees are warned, however, that the failure to satisfy any of these conditions may result in a determination that the particular event is gambling, subjecting the licensee to disciplinary action by the Authority.
The foregoing Declaratory Ruling was formally approved by the Members of the New York State Liquor Authority, at a Full Board meeting, held on September 21, 2011.

     The following items shall be prominently displayed, publicly, posted at each of the licensed premises, and in written materials distributed to participants, upon request. Please note that Fund Rounders insists that a professional, appropriate conduct MUST be maintained by all attendees, at all times, throughout the series. Due to the free, open invitation presented, we reserve the right (along with the management of each of our host venues) to remove/disqualify any person who acts unethically, inappropriately or with malice of any kind. Our Code of Conduct, general etiquette and practices follow Robert’s Rules of Poker, where applicable. A copy is available at http://people.brandis.edu/~poker/rules.pdf. 
1. No fee, of any kind, is required to be paid by, or on behalf of, a contestant to participate in the game or tournament;

2. A contestant shall not be required to purchase anything from the licensee, or any other party, in order to participate in the game or tournament;

3. A contestant shall not be required to pay a fee to enter the licensed premises in order to participate in the game or tournament;
4. The price of food and beverages at the licensed premises during any game or tournament shall not be higher than the prices regularly charged by the licensee;
5. The licensed premises shall remain open to the public during any game or tournament with food and beverages available for purchase by non-contestants;

6. Each contestant shall be provided with the same number of poker chips and no additional chips may be purchased for use at the game or tournament;

7. No contestant shall have the ability to pay money to the licensee or any other party to gain benefits, of any kind, not provided to all contestants;

8. Any wagers or bets are to be made using chips or other tokens supplied free of charge to contestants;

9. Prizes will be given to the final three remaining players at each event, but Fund Rounders reserves the right to select/sponsor the players who they feel most comfortable with, and that will appropriately represent Fund Rounders and our network of charities at the Fund Rounders Poker Series Championship in Atlantic City, or any other professional poker tournaments that Fund Rounders establishes a presence (WPT and WSOP events).

10. All participants must recognize that there is a possibility of their likeness and/or voice may be captured by various media persons throughout our series of events. By signing this participation agreement, you are also agreeing that Fund Rounders and its approved affiliates can utilize this audio/video at their discretion.
11. Have a great time and please consider making a tax-deductible donation to support our network of worthy organizations, who continue to make a difference in our community. 
